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HE SHALL BRING FORTH THE HEAD-STONE WITH 
SHOUTINGS, CRYING, ©© GRACE, GRACE UNTO 
« x71 


ONE of the ſpectacles that were ever 
' exhibited to the world appear ſo grand, 
or ſo intereſting, as that ſpiritual building 
which God has been carrying on through 
the ſucceſſive ages of time. The fabric of 
this univerſe affords a bright diſplay of his 
wonderful perfections. The ſcheme of di- 
vine providence, by which he governs, di- 
rects, and over-rules all things, is in every | 
treſpect worthy of him, and affords a delight: 
ful theme for gratitude, that the Lord God ; 
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omnipotent reigneth. But the building of 
grace, which this great Architect has been 
rearing up, deſerves a louder, and more 
rapturous ſong of praiſe, becauſe this ſtu- 
pendous defign has for its object the minds 
of men, and is calculated to form them to, 
and improve them in knowledge, goodneſs, 
and true happineſs. We ſee ſomething of 
this ſtructure now, and in it we fee enough 
to admire and praiſe; but, O Chriſtians, 
what a ſight of it ſhall we have in the regi- 
ons of þliſs, when the head-ſtone ſhall 
be brought forth with ſhoutings, crying, 
* Grace, grace unto it!” 

Theſe words were given me by our . 
lent friend now departed, with a particular 
deſire, that I would improve them upon the 
preſent occaſion, they having for many years 
been a ſource of great conſolation to his 
mind. Before I enter upon them in the 
manner in which I intend to treat them, 
and in which, I am perſuaded, it was his 
wiſh tc have them diſcourſed upon, it will 
be proper that I ſhould explaia to you their 
primary deſign and meaning. | 

The 


r 


The ſacred hiſtory informs us that that 
magnificent temple, which was erected at 
Jeruſalem by Solomon, was entirely deſtroy- 
ed by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
when he carried the Jews into the country 
of the Chaldeans. Seventy years did they 
continue in this ſtate of bondage, according 
to the prediction of Jeremiah ; and, upon 
the expiration of this term, they were eman- 
cipated by Cyrus, king of Perſia, as the in- 
ſtrument of God's goodneſs to them. Upon 
their return to their own land, one of the 
firſt things of which they were deſirous, was 
to rebuild the temple of their God. Being 
very liberal in their contributions to defray 
the expences of it, and being aſſiſted by royal 
munificence, they ſoon began to lay the 
foundations of the ſecond temple. Zerub- 
babel was appointed the governor over them, 
and Joſhua was the high prieſt upon their 
return from their captivity, who were both 
very zealous in promoting this great work. 
They had not proceeded far, before they 
met with conſiderable obſtructions from the 
Samaritans, who from various cauſes did 
all they could to oppoſe them. However, 
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in the reign of Darius II. the prophets 
Haggai and Zechariah were ſent to encou- 
rage them to perſevere in erecting that ſacred 
edifice; and in the verſe where our text is, 
it is ſhewn, in the bold ſtyle of oriental im- 
agery and perſonification, that all the moun- 
tains of difficulty ſhould be removed, and 
that they ſhould complete the building with 
the greateſt demonſtrations of joy. Who 
art thou, O great mountain? before Zerub- 
babel, thou ſhalt become a plain, and he 
ſhall bring forth the head- ſtone with ſhout- 
ings, crying, Grace, grace unto it!“ 
From the finiſhing of this earthly temple, 
the ferious mind will naturally turn to the 
completion of that ſpiritual temple, con- 


_ of the whole * company of the re- 
deemed, 


„It is well known that the moſt elegant writers of anti- 
quity have many fine paſſages, in which they repreſent a 
virtuous mind as the temple of God, and in which they ſpeal 
in the higheſt and ſtrongeſt terms of the obligations men 

are under to keep his temples inviolate and unpolluted. 
The juſtly celebrated Philo compares the family of Abraham 
to a temple, Rabbi Alſcheck on Haggai, ii. ſays, that the 
nation of Iſrael are called the temple of God: upon which 


Grotius, one of the moſt elegant ſcholars of his age, thus 
. 


E313 


deemed, which is begun, carried on,, and 
finiſhed by divine grace. Of this temple: 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, when he ſays, ye are 
the temple of the living God, as God hath 
ſaid I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, and they ſhall be 
my people. Of the building of this temple 
he informs us, v1z. that it is built upon the 
foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner- 
ſtone ; in whom all the building, fitly fram- 
ed together, groweth into an holy temple in 
the Lord. When therefore his building 
ſhall be completed, the head- ſtone ſhall be 


brought forth with ſhoutings, cryings 
Grace, grace unto it! ä 

We ſhall in the firſt place enquire into 
the cauſe there will be for theſe acclama- 


remarks, ©** Molto juſtius vero Chriſtiani, & finguli, & col- 
« lecti, ob ſpiritum Dei in ipſis habitantem;“ i. e. If the 
Jews were called the temple of God, with much more pro- 
priety may Chriſtians be ſo denominated, both in their in- 
* dividual, and collective capacities, on account of the Spirit of 


Gon dwelling in them. 


Gror. in 1 Cor. iii. 16. 
tions, 
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uſed. Grace, grace unto it! 
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tions, when the ſpiritual temple will be 


completed. 

It will then be natural to conſider by 
whom this triumphant language will be 
15ů 

After this, in the third place, the prin- 
ciples from which theſe acclamations will 
proceed will ſolicit our regard. 

I. The cauſe which there will be for theſe 
acclamations, when the ſpiritual temple will 
be completed, is the firſt ſubject of our 
enquiry. 

Could I ſpeak upon this delightful theme 
with ſome portion of that ſpirit, and with 
ſomething of that unction which we hope 
to experience in the world of immortality, 
it would, I truſt, have a very ſenſible influ- 
ence upon this aſſembly, and excite many 
of you to join in this ſong of falvation, 
Grace, grace unto it!“ 


| You will obſerve that the repetition of 


the word, © Grace, grace,” gives a very 
powerful energy to the thought, and clear- 
ly implies that the whole of the building is 
to be aſcribed to grace: and when Grace, 
grace ſhall be the triumphant ſhout when 
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the head - ſtone of this ſpiritual building ſhall 
be laid, it very plainly intimates, that all 
the other parts of it are of grace too. I 
ſhall, therefore, endeayour to ſhew that the 
foundation, the ſuperſtructure, and 3 
pletion of this building, are all of grace. 

1. The foundation of this nn in en 
tirely of grace. 

To direct you to the commencement tot 
this wonderful ſtructure, we muſt look back 
to years beyond the flood, to ages beyond 
the very creation of all things. Before 
theſe. blue heavens: were . ſpread abroad; 


before the morning ſtars ſang together, and 


all the ſons of God ſhouted for joy, upon 
the foundations of this world being laid; be 
fore this, were the foundations of that build- 
ing laid, of which Iam ſpeaking. In this aſ- 
ſertion we are ſupported by-an apoſtolic au- 
thority, which declares - that God hath 
choſen us in Chriſt before the foundation 
of the world. The baſis, then, of this grand 
edifice was laid in the unmerited love of 
God to a loſt world, according to the decla- 
ration of him who was in the boſom of the 
Father, and who hath declared him unto 
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us. It is his own aſſertion, that God ſo 


joved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 


ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 


In ſpeaking of the foundatfons of this build- 
ing, we muſt obſerve with peculiar grati- 
tude, the rich grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in ſo freely conſenting to be made a 
little lower than the angels, to take upon him 


our nature, and to bring in everlaſting re- 


demption for us. Ve know the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was 
rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor, that 
we, through his poverty, might be made 
rich.— Were not the foundations of this 
building, then, laid in grace? 

2. The ſaperſtructure of this AE 1s 
entirely of grace. 

Before I enter upon the ſubject of the 
neceſſity of divine influences in the ſuper- 
ſtructure of this building, I beg that it 
may be obſerved, and that this remark 
may be carried through the whole of this 
diſcourſe, that I ſpeak only of ſuch an 
* agency of God on our minds, as offers 
no violence to the rational and active 

nature 


6 FO. ] 

nature which God has given us, nor does 
by any means ſuperſede our obligation to 
th:ſe duties which his word requires; but, 
on the contrary, cures and perfects our 
nature, and diſpoſes the foul to ſuch incum- 
bent duties, and ſtrengthens it in the diſ- 
charge of them.” rg 

By the ſuperſtructure, I mean that part of 
the building which is carried on in time, 
in the converſion of ſinners, in the ſupport 
of the Chriſtian life, in the various diſpen- 
ſations of Providence, in the public inſti- 
tutions of the Goſpel, and in the circum- 
ſtances which attend the righteous in their 
departure out of this world, 

The converſion of ſinners is entirely 
a work of grace. It is not every ſtone 
that is proper to compoſe and to adorn 
ſome noble ſtructure; nor is it every per- 
ſon that is fit to form a part of this 
| ſpiritual temple. The unregenerate ſinner 
could no more unite here, than the iron 
and the clay in Nebuchadnezzar's image : 
they muſt be, therefore, living“ ſtones, 
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to be built up a ſpiritual houfe, and form a 
living temple. A ſpiritual life muſt be . 
infuſed into them : but who is ſufficient 
for theſe things? We may very. juſtly 
apply the words of our prophet to this 
ſpiritual building, Not by might, nor by 


power, but by my ſpirit, ſaith the Lord of 
| Hoſts. No power, leſs than that _ 
formed the human heart, can change it; 


influence, leſs than that which Naa 
the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, can 
ſhine into the benighted mind; nor can any 
voice, leſs powerful than that which will 
awake the dead, call to ſpiritual life thoſe 


that are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 


If we conſider what is done in ſupport- 
ing the Chriſtian life, it will be further 
manifeſt that it is of grace. It requires 
no leſs energy to carry on, than to begin 
the ſpiritual life. Every day that our 
natural lives are ſupported, it is by the 
exertion of a divine power: for were God, 
only for a moment, to withhold his ſup- 
porting agency, we ſhould ſink 1nto the 
duſt, as a building would when its founda- 
tions were removed. In like manner, every 

day 
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day. that our ſpiritual lives are maintained, 
it can only be by the arm of Omnipo- 
. tence. To this the apoſtle Peter bears 
his teſtimony, when he ſays, that we 
are kipt by the power of God, through 
faith, unto ſalvation. And when we con- 
ſider the Chriſtian's enemies, both within 
and without; when we advert to his own 
weakneſs and inſufficiency ; when we think 
of the ſnares and dangers to which he is 
expoſed, in a world full of temptation, 
we ſhall have the greateſt reaſon to ſay, 


that the progreſs of the Chriſtian in his 
courſe is all of grace. It is through the grace 
which is contained in the promiſes, it is 
through the influence which is communi- 
cated by the Holy Spirit, it is owing to 
the hopes which the Chriſtian receives 
from the bright proſpect of immortality 
before him, that he is enabled to hold on 
his way, and to lift up his head. Here 
again we may cry, © Grace, grace!“ 
There is grace in the diſpenſations of 
Divine Providence: for there is not a 
ſingle circumſtance that ever befalls a good 
man, from, the firſt moment of his life to 
the 
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the final iſſue of it, but is ordered and 
regulated by the wiſdom, the love, and the 
grace of a father. If the very hairs of 
our heads are all numbered, if a ſparrow 
falleth not to the ground without his 
notice, if the beaſts of the field and the 


fowls of the air are provided for by him, 
much more muſt his providence be in- 


tereſted for them, who are of more value 


than many ſparrows, It 1s not in one 


ſingle inſtance, or a few, that his kindneſs 


and love are obſervable, but in all; for we 
know that all things work together for 


good to them that love God, to them who 


are the called according to his purpoſe. 
Could we ſurvey the whole plan of his pro- 
vidence, could we obſerve every diſtinct link 
in this chain, with all its connections and 
dependencies, we ſhould have the moſt 
ſtriking proofs of conſummate wiſdom and 
perfect love. All are deſigned to ſubſerve 
the beſt intereſts of their ſouls ; his bleſſ- 
ings, to draw them with the cords of love 
and the bands of a man; his afflitions 
(bleſſings ſtill !), to wean them from this 
preſent * to * them with the deepeſt 

humi- 

13 
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humility, to increaſe their faith and pa- 
tience, and to promote in them a meetneſs 
and deſire for that reſt which remaineth 
to the people of God. This affords freſh 
reaſon to join in this acclamation, *: arms 
grace!“ 

The public inſtitutions of the Goſpel, 
which have been ſo much bleſſed, not only 
for fixing the moſt indelible impreſſions upon 
the thoughtleſs mind, but for improving 
the Chriſtian in every excellent diſpoſition, 
are alſo of grace. It can be much better con- 
ceived than deſcribed, what great ſtrength, 
what increaſing knowledge, what ſtrong 
conſolations the good man has received 
through theſe channels. When he has 
been drawing water out of theſe wells of 
falvation, he has rejoiced as one that 
findeth great ſpoil; when he has ſeen 
the fullneſs and the grace of ſome precious 
promiſe opened, it has filled him with 
a joy unſpeakable and full of glory ; when 
he has heard ſome important duty ex- 
plained and enforced, it has quickened him 
in the path that leadeth- to immortality ; 
when ſome of the important privileges 
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[ 16 ] 
of the Goſpel have been delineated, it hag 
made him to triumph in the goodneſs of 
God's houſe, even of his holy temple: in 
a word, when the purity, the glories, the 
unmingled felicity of the heavenly ftate 
have been unfolded before the eye of faith, 
it has enabled him to bear, with greater 
fortitude, the ſorrows of this vale of tears, 


and he has been ready to cry out with 


good old Simeon, Lord, now letteſt;thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have ſeen thy ſalvation.” 

In the circumſtances which attend the 
ſaint in his departure out of this world, 


there is alſo much of divine grace to be 


ſeen. When a good man draws nigh to 
the gates of death, with a holy tranquillity 
and a good hope through grace, with ſome- 
thing of a foretaſte and longing after im- 
mortality,“ how does all this magnify and 
exalt the grace of God! It ſhews what a 
kind, what a gracious maſter. he is whom 
the Chriſtian ſerves, when thus at evening 
time it ſhall be light; a calm evening, 
which is the prelude to that bright morn- 


ing which ſhall ariſe without a cloud, that 
morn- 


„ 
morning which will uſher in the day of 
eternity.——And when the faithful ſer- 
vants of God do not die with all theſe 
conſolations, till they all die fafely;. and 
experience, in ſome degree, that, whilſt 
they are walking through the dark valley, 
his rod and his ſtrength do ſupport and 
comfort them. Here again we may join 
with our prophet, in crying,“ Grace, grace 
unto it!“ 

3. The completion of this building will 
be entirely of grace. 

This conſummation will not be until 
we ſhall obtain the full and final victory 
over death in the laſt great day; for this 
victory is part of that ſalvation which the 
Goſpel promiſes: but then, when the re- 
ſurrection to eternal life ſhall proclaim this 
conqueſt, when all the ranſomed of the 
Lord ſhall come to Zion with ſongs, and 
everlaſting joy ſhall be upon their heads; 
when they ſhall thus be collected into one 
vaſt, glorious, intellectual ſociety; and 
when they ſhall be put into the full 
poſſeſſion of that kingdom, which was 
prepared for them before the foundation 
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of the world; then will this wonderful 
building be fully completed, then will this 


ſpiritual temple have received its greateſt 


ornaments, then will the labours of. the 
God of grace, through a ſeries of ages, be 
crowned with the fulleſt ſucceſs, and then 
will the head-ſtone be brought forth with 
ſhoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it “!“ 
II. The ſecond thing, in our propoſed 
plan, was to conſider by whom this trium- 
phant language will be uſed. 
In our text, Zerubbabel is repreſented 
as putting on the top-ſtone, the laſt, the 
finiſhing ſtone to the building. of the 


temple, and all the immenſe multitude of 


the people that were then preſent, and 


This doctrine of divine influences appears not only con- 
firmed by Scripture, but ſeems conſonant to the unbiaſſed 
ſenſe of mankind, and is ſupported by the greateſt maſters 
of reaſon in the Heathen world. Cicero ſays, No man 
ever was truly great, but by a certain divine affatus ; 
Nemo vir magnus ſine aliquo afflatu divino.“ De Nat. 
deor. ii, ſub fine.—Seneca obſerves, No mind ever became 
virtuous, without divine afi/tance; ©* Nulla fine Deo mens 
bona eſt.” Epiſt. 73.— And Socrates, that great light of 
antiquity,is introduced by his diſciple Plato, as ſaying, that 
„ wherever virtue is introduced, it. appears to us to be in 
conſequence of a divine diſpenſation.” Otia poge nv Panos 
% ABLY 1 I0(hEVY, 1 zen, 015 TRHRXyVYVEI LL. Plat. Menon, ad finem. 


. 


were. 
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were ſpectators of this intereſting ſcene, 
with a burſt of rapture, correſponding to 
the warm glow of gratitude in their hearts, 
upon ſeeing their wiſhes and prayers 
through many tedious years crowned with 
ſuccels, cry out, Grace, grace unto it!“ 

But the triumph and the joy upon the 
completion of the ſpiritual temple will be 
far more tranſporting, and expreſſed by an 
infinitely greater multitude; by the innu- 
merable company of the redeemed, by the 
glorious ſociety of angels, and it may be, 
by intelligent beings in other worlds, whoſe 
united voices will be as the ſound of many 
waters, and as the ſound of mighty thunder- 
ings, ſaying, Hallelujah, for the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth! 

1. The whole multitude of the redeem- 
ed, which no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, will join in the triumphs of that 
happy day, and in the burden of that ſong, 
* Grace, grace unto it!“ 

In this they will all unite with the fulleſt 
harmony. There will be no diſunion in their 
ſouls, no diſcordant note in their ſongs. Not 
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one, amidſt all the countleſs myriads of 
glorified ſaints, will boaſt of his own me- 
rits; but he that glorieth will glory alone 
in the Lord. ** Not unto us, O Lord,” will 
they all ſay, © not unto us, but unto thy 


name, be all the praiſe and glory!“ And 
when we reflect that theſe happy perſons are 


thoſe that are principally intereſted in this 
ſalvation ; what a loud, loud ſhout will they 
give to the riches of divine grace. We read 
of the ſhoutings after vintage; of the ſhout- 
ings after victory, and of the ſhoutings after 
harveſt ; and all of them demonſtrations of 


great joy ; but none of them, in any reſpeQ, 
to be compared with the acclamations, in the 


laſt day, of © Grace, grace unto it.” 

2. The glorious company of the angels 
will join in this im language, 
« Grace, grace unto it,” 

' Theſe bleſſed ſpirits are no 1 
ſpectators of the wonders of creation, of 
providence, and of grace. They were pre- 
ſent at the formation of this world; they 
have been frequently employed by God in 
carrying on the deſigns of his providence; 
and they are repreſented as ſearching into, 

as 


3 


as ſtooping down “ to contemplate the diſ- 
plays of divine wiſdom and goodneſs which 
are manifeſted in the goſpel. When our 
Lord came into this world, theſe benevolent 
ſpirits teſtified their joy, by praiſing God, 
and ſinging, Glory to God in the higheſt, 
and on earth peace, good will towards 
men:“ and can we ſuppoſe that they will 
take no intereſt in the completion of his 
kingdom, in the head-ſtone of the ſpiritual 
temple being brought forth, and in the ma- 
turity and perfection of the divine purpoſes 
of love and grace? Though their intereſt 
in it will not be near ſo great as ours, yet 
they will join in theſe ſhoutings, crying, 
% Grace, grace unto it!“ We know that 
there is joy amongſt the angels in heaven, 
over one {inner that repenteth, and that 
they are all miniſtering ſpirits, ſent forth to 
miniſter to thoſe who are the heirs of ſal- 


* emilupsory ayyinos mararvV/ar, 1 Pet. i. 12. which appears 
to be a beautiful alluſion to the golden cherubim looking 
towards the mercy-ſeat: And it may denote, as Mr. 
Blackwall obſerves, not only the artentive curiofity, with 
which they may enquire into the goſpel, but the humility 
of their adoration. SACRED CLASSICS, vol. i. p. 431, 
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vation, If, then, they thus rejoice at the 
converſion of one ſinner, if they now take 
pleaſure in having the charge of the ſons 
of God, what, may we not ſuppoſe, will 
their joy be at the complete ſalvation of 
myriads, and myriads; of an innumerable 
multitude reſcued from vice, from miſery 
and deſtruction, and raiſed to purity, life, 
and immortal felicity ! Though they have 
not ſinned as we have, yet they have the 
ſame God, the ſame father, the ſame por- 
tion, and the ſame joy: and though they 
are our elder brethren, yet they will rejoice 
in having us, the younger members of 


the family, to be fellow-heirs, and fellow- 


partakers with them of the ſame king- 
dom and glory. 

3. The intelligent inhabitants of other 
worlds may * perhaps unite in theſe joyful 
acclamations. 

That there are innumerable other 
worlds, muſt be obvious to all that are 


* The candid reader will obſerye, that this idea is men- 
tioned only hypothetically, and even that with great diffi-, 
dence: and he is left at full liberty entirely to reject it, if 
he pleaſe, | 


acquainted 


E 
acquainted with the ſyſtem of the univerſe; 
and it ſeems not an irrational thought, that 
the wonderful diſplay of the perfections 
of God, in the ſalvation of men, which 
have been exhibited upon this little theatre, 
may be communicated to them. The de- 
ſtiny of a ſuperior order of beings, vig. the 
fallen angels, we have been acquainted 
with; and ſhould the knowledge of the 
future condition of mankind be imparted 
to other beings, what pealing anthems of 


praiſe will ariſe from them to the great 
Lord of all! 


I ſee their altars ſmoke, their incenſe riſe, 
And hear Ho/annas ring through every ſphere &. 


The tremendous juſtice of God, in the 
puniſhment of the finally wicked, we may 
naturally ſuppoſe will ſtrike them with 
awe, as the puniſhment of the ſpirits of 
darkneſs ought to affect us; and, ſhould 
they ſee the diſcoveries of the rich grace of 
God manifeſted to the heirs of immor- 


* Dr. Young. 


tality, 
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tality, in the foundation, in the ſuperſtrue- 
ture, and in the completion of the ſpiritual 
temple being entirely of grace, they will 
join in the triumphant plaudit, “ Grace, 
grace unto it!“ 

And while they will unite in this ſong, 
to which the angels will tune their golden 
harps, the company of prophets, apoſtles, 
martyrs, and ſaints, will fill up the univer- 
ſal chorus of Bleſſing, and honour, and 
glory, and power be unto him that ſitteth 
upon the aon, and unto the Lamb, for 
ever and ever. 

III. Let us now attend to the principles | 
from which theſe acclamations proceed. 

1. From the deepeſt humility, 

Humility is now one of the brighteſt 
ornaments, and characteriſtics of the diſ- 
ciple of Jeſus. In this reſpect he is con- 
formed unto him, who, in a moſt ſuperior 
degree, was meek and lowly in heart. 
How much will this temper be promoted 
when the ſons of God ſurvey the whole 
plan of his government, when they will 
obſerve how wiſely, how kindly every 


thing was ordered, and when they will 
5 diſcover 


a F 
diſcover peculiar inſtances of his grace 
unto themſelves ; they will then ſee that 


the whole of the praiſe ought to be given 
to him; and, thinking themſelves to be 


nothing, to be leſs than nothing and va- 


nity, they will moſt humbly cry out, 
Grace, grace!“ 
2. From the ſincereſt gratitude. | 
Had they been only common benefits, 
the Chriſtian would have moſt gratefully 
received them; but when he conſiders, as 
he does now, and will eſpecially in the 


final completion of this temple, that he 


has received not only common, but pecu- 


liar benefits, not only providential, but ſpi- 


ritual mercies, not only temporal, but eter- 
nal bleſſings; when he reflects that for 
all that he has received, for all that he' will 
then enjoy, and. for the ſure. hopes he will 
have of innumerable bleſſings through a 
boundleſs eternity; that for all theſe he is 
indebted to infinite goodneſs, his high, 


expanding, throbbing breaſt will be almoſt - 


ready to burſt with the ſtrong and power- 
ful emotions of gratitude, and he will 
cry out, O what ſhall I render?“ and all 
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the vaſt aſſembly join in ſounding forth 
his praiſes, who hath called them out of 
darkneſs into this marvellous, this glo- 
rious light. 

3. From the moſt fervent joy. 

We read of the faithful ſervants of God 
having, even in this world, a joy which is 
unſpeakable and full of glory, of their 
being filled with all joy in believing, and 
alſo of their being preſented faultleſs be- 
fore God in the laſt day with exceeding joy. 
The joy which we have from believing 
the goſpel, and from the proſpect of im- 
mortality, however delightful it is, is not 
quite pure and 'unſullied, becauſe we have 
many ſources of ſorrow whilſt we are here; 
but in yonder better world, when the 
head-ſtone of our ſalvation ſhall be laid, 
when theſe ſhoutings ſhall be uttered, it 
will be with the moſt: fervent, with the 
moſt unmingled joy. | 


2 F® 
T 
# . 


That I may apply the ſubje& of this 
diſcourſe to the preſent occaſion, I would 
lead 


W 
lead you to obſerve how very much it was 
exemplified in the experience of our va- 
luable friend, as a chriſtian, as a miniſter, 
and in the conſblations he received in his 
laſt illneſs. 

In his private character as a Chriſtian, 
he was indebted to this grace for the firſt 
ſerious impreſſions which were made upon 
his mind, and for that portion of the ſpirit 
of Chriſt which was conſpicuous in him. 
Tt is not from any motive ſo mean, as 
that of offering a vain incenſe to his me- 
mory, that I ſpeak theſe things, but merely 
to the honour of that God, by whoſe grace 
he was what he was, and who depoſited 
the treaſure of his goſpel into the earthen 
veſſel of his ſervant, that the excellency 
of the power might be of God and not of 
man. It muſt have been noticed by the 
moſt ſuperficial obſerver, that in a very 
eminent manner he poſſeſſed the ornament 
of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in the 
ſight of God of great price. This ren- 
dered his converſation pleaſing as a friend; 
and this alſo enabled him to bear up under 
thoſe heavy and repeated trials, with 
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which he was exerciſed, to the credit of 
that religion which he profeſſed. 

No leſs was the influence of divine grace 
diſplayed in his miniſterial capacity. It is 
for thirty-ſix years that he has been labour- 
ing among you; and you are witneſſes, 
and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and* 
unblameably he ' behaved himſelf among 
you that believe: as you know how he ex- 
horted, and comforted, and charged every - 
one of you, even as a father doth his chil- 
dren, that you would walk worthy of God, - 
who hath called you to his kingdom and 

glory, It was this influence which ren- 
dered his miniſtry ſo ſucceſsful among 
you, and made it mighty to the pulling 
down the ſtrong-holds in the ſinner's 
heart; ſo that Satan fell as lightning from 
heaven. To the ſame power it 1s to be 
aſcribed, that he was made uſeful in 
the edification of the body of Chriſt, in 
knowledge, in grace, and in ſpiritual 

conſolation. 
How powerful the ſame energy was in 
the laſt illneſs, and in the departure of your 
faithful paſtor, will, I hope, | give you plea» 
7 at ſure 


/ 
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ſure to hear. From the frequent oppor» 
tunities I had of converſing with him, 
I can bear my humble, but cheerful teſti- 
mony to that unclouded compoſure and 
ſerenity which he conſtantly enjoyed. No 
darkneſs, no doubts, no fearful apprehen- 
ſions; but he had a happy affurance of 
that glory into which he is gone. Upon - 
enquiring of him concerning the ſituation 
of his mind, and the proſpects he had 
before him; he ſaid, „I have no eleva- 
« tions, but I have a ſettled peace and 
„ tranquillity within. I know that the 
« foundation upon which I have been 
« building, and the goſpel which I have 
te been preaching, is able to ſupport me, 
and I feel that it doth ſupport me.” 
Having obſerved to him, that it was an un- 
ſpeakable mercy to experience the preci- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt and his goſpel in a time 
of health, but peculiarly ſo in his pre- 
ſent ſituation ; he replied, © That was the 
« firſt text I preached upon, To them that 
* believe be is precious: and I now find 
* him to be ſo.“ He added, Laſt night 
I thought that every breath would have 
| es been 


Ut 

« been my laſt; yet I had no anxiety, but 
4 acalm indifference as to the event. All 
« the riches in the world cannot purchaſe 
„this.“ And again, he faid, © I have 
e been thinking what will be the firſt 
„ fight to a ſoul upon its departure from 
« the body. To a wicked man, perhaps 
* the ſpirits of darkneſs will firſt preſent 
„ themſelves, to convey him to the pit of 
* miſery. But to a Chriſtian, I think the 
« holy angels will come to congratulate 
c him, and to bear him on their wings 
to glory!” This ſerenity he enjoyed 
without the ſmalleſt alteration; for the 
very laſt time that I ſaw him, I aſked him, 
whether he ſtill poſſeſſed the ſame conſo- 
lations. * Juſt the ſame,” he anſwered, 
« juſt the ſame.” 

As there was the greateſt mercy in the 
ſupports he received in his affliction, ſo 
there was great goodneſs diſplayed in the 
manner of his death, which was at laſt 
ſudden and eaſy, without a ſigh or groan. 
He often uſed to mention the ſaying of 
the pious Mr. Wilcox, e death is 


« N oy to a Chriſtian ;” and de- 
fired, 


A 


„ 

ſired, if it were the will of God, that he 
might have a ſudden and eaſy diſmiſſion. 
Thus was he heard in this petition; thus 
did he finiſh his courſe with joy, and the 
miniſtry which he had received of the 
Lord Jeſus; and thus was an abundant en- 
trance adminiſtered unto him into his 
Maſter's joy. 7 

How mighty are theſe conſolations to 
ſupport the mourning family and friends! 
The well-grounded hopes you have of his 
preſent felicity, ought rather to excite you 
to congratulate the huſband, the father, 
and the paſtor, who has now gained the 
victory through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
It will, I truſt, be your concern that this 
diſpenſation may molt effectually promote 
your beſt intereſts, and may animate you 
in the path of purity, that, being fol- 
lowers of him, who, we hope, is now 
inheriting the promiſes, you may at laſt 
enter into the ſame glory, 

How great an honour was it to you who 
are the members of this church and con- 
gregation, to have been ſo long favoured 
with the labours of ſo faithful a ſervant 


of 
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of Chriſt. Remember him who had the 
rule over you, and who has often ſpoken 
the word of the Lord to you, whoſe faith 
follow, conſidering the end of his conver- 
ſation. Reflect upon thoſe duties which 
you owe to one another, that every one 
ſtudy the things which make for peace; 
and let it be your earneſt ſupplication to 
the God of all grace, who ſendeth unto his 
people paſtors after his own heart, that 
he will graciouſly provide you with one 
who may be a burning and a ſhining light 
among you, and by whoſe miniſtrations 
you may come in, and go out, and find 
paſture. 

What a warning voice is this to thoſe 
who have remained impenitent under his 
awakening miniſtry !' O conſider that he 
has now gone and delivered 1n his account 
to him that ſent him unto you, and ſaid, 
„Lord, thou knoweſt how I have by the 
4 ſpace of many, many years ceaſed not to 
« warn every one of them night and day 
« with tears; and ſtill numbers of them 
« will not hear.“ How ſhould this 


awaken you to a ſenſe of your danger be- 
fore 


„ 


fore it be too late; that though bis life 
was not ſucceſsful in making the happieſt 
impreſſions upon your minds; at leaſt, his 
death may; ſo that as he did not live, we 
may have reaſon, in this reſpect, to hope 
that he did not die in vain. 

I cannot conclude without again endea- 
vouring to impreſs your minds with the 
infinite importance of your not ſuffering 
this doctrine of divine influences to relax 
your attention to the duties of the goſpel. 
This would be a moſt awful abuſe of the 
truth, from which, as your faithful friend, 

I warn you. The only proper and ge- 
nerous effect it ought to have upon the 
hearer is, to excite him to conſider his 
ways, to attend upon divine inſtitutions, 
to be uniform in the diſcharge of the 
duties of life, and to be earneſt in his 
addrefſes to heaven, encouraged by the 
hope that divine influences will not be 
withholden. Though the bleſſed God, 
whoſe operation we ſee throughout all na- 
ture, acts upon us, yet it is in a way moſt _ | 
perfectly conſiſtent with our rational 
powers, and not as if we were mere ma- 
E chines. 
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chines. If any therefore ſay,” as a ju- 
dicious writer obſerves, © I will t Hill and 
c attempt nothing for my own recovery, 
« till God irreſiſtibly compels me to it,” 
he ſeems as hike to' periſh as that man 
would be, who, ſeeing his houſe in flames 
about him, ſhould not attempt to make his 
eſcape till he felt himſelf moved by a mi- 
racle.“ No man could have a ſtronger 
ſenſe of the importance of divine influ- 
ences than St. Paul, yet he makes ufe of 
this as an argument to excite to the utmoſt 
vigour in the Chriſtian life, Work out 
your own ſalvation with fear and trembling ;” 
and then he adds for the encouragement 
of the Chriſtian, „It is God that worketh 
in you both to will, and to do, of his 
good pleaſure. 
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THE END. 
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